
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMISSION 
PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 
October 13, 2015 

The regular meeting of the Commission of Public Utility District No. 1 was held in the 
Aqua Room of the utility located at 1415 Freeway Drive, Mount Vernon, Washington, on 
October 13, 2015.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:31 PM.  Those Commissioners in attendance were: 
Al Littlefield, President; Jim Cook, Vice President; and Robbie Robertson, Secretary.  
Also in attendance were:  Bob Powell, General Manager; George Sidhu, Engineering 
Manager; Gary Chrysler, IT Manager; Mike Fox, Operations Manager; Mark Handzlik, 
Assistant Engineering Manager; Mike Demers, Engineering Technician; Shawn 
Backman, Auditor; Kevin Tate, Community Relations Manager; Kim Carpenter, Clerk of 
the Board; Peter Gilbert, Attorney; and Audience:  Judy Littlefield; Terri Cook.   

Commissioner Robertson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Commissioner Cook requested that approval of the 10/05/15 Commission Meeting minutes be 
moved to the meeting of October 20, 2015, as he wants them to reflect that the budget hearing 
advertisement not being published two consecutive weeks was out of compliance per resolution 
(the advertisement published 9/29 and 10/02). 

Commissioner Robertson moved to approve the Consent Agenda for October 13, 2015.   
a. Approval of Minutes 

10/05/15 - 2016 Budget Hearing 
b. Approval of Vouchers No. 2643 - Voucher Nos. 4535-4608 ($310,190.80) 10/13/15 
c. Project Acceptance - Eleanor Lane, Poulsbo RV Lots 11 & 12 (Burlington) 

The motion passed. 

Treasurer Dales presented the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August 2015. 

Under Manager’s Report: 
• Manager Powell presented a matrix regarding hydrant meters for domestic use and 

reviewed current hydrant meter deposits, monthly fees and consumptive charges.  
Discussion ensued regarding filling stations to alleviate the high demand for and 
billing associated with hydrant meters, including installation costs, locations, DOE 
support and potential drought relief funding, secure access, assistance for property 
owners with dry wells, and potential issuance of building permits.  Manager Powell 
stated the District will apply for potential funding, but recommended moving forward 
with installation of two filling stations.  A presentation regarding filling stations will 
be given for the Commission at the meeting of October 20.  Commissioner Robertson 
stated that it while it would not help everyone, some may qualify for building 
permits; Manager Powell replied potentially if a property owner has a cistern or 
storage tank.  Commissioner Robertson stated that the filling stations are a good idea 
with regard to drought emergency, but requested that the District confirm there is no 
liability for the District regarding well requirements.   

• Engineering Manager Sidhu reported that design for the Mann Road LUD continues 
and should be submitted to Semrau this week and ready for construction this year.   

Commissioner Robertson asked about the issue regarding revision of the exemption 
waivers as Mr. Robblee is in the audience; Manager Powell stated that the statutory 
language is sufficient; however, property owners requested language specific to LUD 
No. 31, which has been added and revised waivers will be mailed before the end of 
the week.   

Crews are completed tie-in work on College Way in preparation for the 30th Street 
Project last week and the pipeline is ready to go and can be shut down when needed.  
Design is 90% complete for the Division Street tank and staff met today and are 
waiting for comments from the City of Mount Vernon and DOH.  The project is 
scheduled to bid early next year.  Discussion ensued regarding any upcoming tank 
wrap demonstrations; potential plans for obscuring the Division Street Tank from the 



road, including screening and landscaping; and pipe replacement for 2015 which 
Engineering Manager Sidhu will report next week. 

Engineering Manager Sidhu commented on the positive impact of filling stations, as 
they protect the District’s system.  With hydrant meters all over the system, the 
District is at risk for backflow incidents and one incident would cost more than 
installation of a filling station.  If the District is to control how water is taken, it is a 
good idea. 

• IT Manager Chrysler reported he is working with Operations Manager Fox on pump 
station Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition (SCADA) security communication, 
filling stations and PCI system compliance.  Commissioner Robertson asked if IT 
Manager Chrysler envisions security issues becoming larger than can be managed in-
house; IT Manager Chrysler replied he has discussed that issue with his staff and 
while they do not need additional personnel now, it could be required if the District 
has to become HIPPA compliant.  Commissioner Robertson suggested discussion 
regarding a cooperative with other utilities; IT Manager Chrysler replied that would 
be worthwhile to look at. 

• Operations Manager Fox stated that Manager Powell, Engineering Manager Sidhu 
and IT Manager Chrysler covered the projects he is currently working on. 

• Community Relations Manager Tate reported that 4th & 8th grade homeschoolers will 
be taking a tour of the WTP.  NorthStar work continues and is on track to set target 
go live dates.  Commissioner Littlefield asked if the online bill payment was separate 
issue; CR Manager Tate replied that the District has taken the issue to the top level 
with the consultant and has made progress with communications, but the District may 
want to wait to go live after NorthStar, as it is a better fit.  Commissioner Robertson 
asked about the liability of credit card security; CR Manager Tate replied that credit 
card payments are all handled by a third party.  IT Manager Chrysler stated that the 
District does not retain any credit card numbers. 

• HR Manager White reminded the Commission that the Wellness Fair is tomorrow 
with flu shots and health screening from 8-10 AM and the fair ending at noon. 

Under Old Business, Auditor Backman indicated that the Commission had been sent 
emails regarding Public Utility Risk Management Services (PURMS) vs. Enduris 
risk/liability insurance coverage comparisons.  Discussion ensued regarding questions 
concerning various coverage issues, including costs for increased coverage, pre-claim 
defense, potential savings, potential claims and positive claim payment through PURMS, 
natural disaster assistance from FEMA vs. additional coverage, risk based analysis, and 
participation in annual meetings with Enduris.  Manager Powell indicated he concurs 
with Auditor Backman’s recommendation to change carriers, PURMS has been notified 
per Mr. Rodruck request, and while he would like a decision, the letter can be withdrawn 
if the Commission is not ready to move forward.  Commissioner Robertson stated that the 
Commission already voted in favor of going with Enduris for risk/liability insurance 
coverage and moved to go forward with the prior approval to change carriers to Enduris.  
The motion passed. 

Under New Business, Manager Powell presented Resolution No. 2227-15, A 
RESOLUTION OF THE COMMISSION OF PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT NO. 1 OF SKAGIT 
COUNTY, WASHINGTON, REDEFINING THE DISTRICT’S POLICY REGARDING THE 
PREPARATION, FILING AND ADOPTION OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET.  Discussion 
ensued regarding various questions, comments and suggestions concerning the revised 
resolution.  Suggestions were noted and Manager Powell suggested that additional 
revisions be made and reviewed by Attorney Gilbert and Resolution No. 2227-15 was 
tabled until the meeting of October 20, 2015. 

Under Miscellaneous, Commissioner Robertson commented on the fantastic letter of 
support from Skagit Land Trust for the District’s loan application for Gilligan Creek 
Watershed Property Protection and suggested it might be worth meeting with Skagit 
County to discuss participation; Manager Powell replied that he is scheduled to meet with 
Tim Holloran, Skagit County Administrator, and will bring up the issue at that meeting. 



Manager Powell reported that he signed the land sale documents for the Waugh Road 
Tank Site (Montreaux) property and the District received payment for the property on 
Friday. 

Under Commissioner Comments, Commissioner Robertson reported on the recent WA 
PUD Association (WPUDA) budget committee meeting in Olympia and that there will be 
no dues increase for 2016. 

Having no further business to come before the Board, Commissioner Cook moved for 
adjournment.  The motion passed and the meeting of October 13, 2015 was adjourned at 
5:36 PM. 
 
 
   
 Al Littlefield, President 
ATTEST  
 
 
    
Robbie Robertson, Secretary Jim Cook, Vice President 


